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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve the taking-out property of jammed paper 
and to enhance the safety of a carrying time by providing the 
pivotal point of a guide cover on the main body inner side of a 
carrying path side in a paper passing direction which does not 
cross the carrying path. 

CONSTITUTION: The pivotal point R for turning and supporting the 
guide cover 7a is provided on the main body inner side of the 
carrying path 6a side in the paper passing direction Z which does 
not cross the path 6a of the side surface of a main body 2. The 
pivotal point S for turning and supporting the guide cover 7b is 
provided on the main body inner side of the carrying path 6b side in 
the paper passing direction Z which does not cross the path 6b of 
the side surface of a paper supply unit 3. Since the covers 7a and 
7b are turned in a horizontal direction shown by an arrow X with 
the points R and S as a center, the surface of the paths 6a and 6b 
are perfectly exposed when the covers 7a and 7b are opened. 
Thus, the transfer paper 5 jammed on the paths 6a and 6b can be 
easily removed. Besides, since the outside surface of the device 
does not project when the covers 7a and 7b are closed, the device 
is made compact. 
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A. Relevance of the Above-Identified Document 

This document has relevance to claims 1, 11 and 16 of the 
present application. 

B. Translation of the relevant Passages of the Document 
[0012] 

[EMBODIMENT] 

Referring to Figures 1 to 5, the following descriptions will 
explain one embodiment of the present invention. Figure 1 shows 
one example of an image forming apparatus of a longitudinal 
transport type. A rotation shaft R for supporting the rotary 
movement of a guide cover 7a is provided at the back of the main 
body along the side of the path in the direction Z in which a sheet is 
not transported, and which does not cross a transport path 6a on 
the side face of the main body unit 2. Similarly, a rotation shaft S 
for supporting the rotary movement of a guide cover 7b is provided 
at the back of the main body along the side of the path in the 
direction Z in which a sheet is not transported, and which does not 
cross a transport path 6b on the side face of the feed unit 3. As 
described, the rotation shafts R and S are provided in parallel to the 
sheet transport direction Z. With this structure, the guide covers 



7a and 7b of the back fulcrum type open/ close structure are 
realized, which are freely opened and closed in the direction X not 
crossing the transport paths 6a and 6b. 

[0014] 

With this structure, the guide covers 7a and 7b rotate in the 
lateral direction X about rotation fulcrums R and S provided at a 
back of the main body along the side of the path in the sheet 
transport direction Z of the transport paths 6a and 6b. With this 
structure, as illustrated in Figure 5, when the guide covers 7a and 
7b are opened, the faces of the transport paths 6 and 6b are 
completely exposed to the operating side. The foregoing structure 
is completely different from the conventional structure (see Figure 
6) in which the guide covers 7a and 7b cross the sheet transport 
direction Z, and the all the faces of the transport paths 6a and 6b 
are not exposed to the operating side. According to the structure 
of the present invention, the rotation shafts R and S are provided at 
the back of the main body unit, and in the state where the guide 
covers 7a and 7b are closed, the outer surface is not projected, 
thereby realizing a compact structure. 
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